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will be granted and that the present licence-holders will not be dis-
turbed which buoys them up. We have not yet done with the dispatch.
We have noticed, both in the papers received from England and from
India, that the impression created by the dispatch is that respectable
British Indians or civilised Asiatics will not be affected by the Bazaar
Notice, for, says Lord Milncr,

we have no  wish to   subject   respectable   British   Indians,   or   civilised Asia-
tics generally, to any disabilities. . . . While the present Government  is,     for
the time being, maintaining the law on  the subject passed by the late Gov-
ernment, it is in three most   important   respects   showing a   consideration for
the Asiatics which  the  late  Government did  not show.
The present tense used by His Lordship is worthy of notice. One
of the three important respects is  exemption of Asiatics of a superior
class from all special legislation.  We  once more  assure  our readers in
England   and   in  India   that   the   principle   of exemption   is   not  yet
recognised, is no part of   the   law   except   as   to   residence,   and that
if it is to come at all,   it   will come   at   some  future   unknown   date.
In   the   meanwhile,   respectable   British   Indians   and   others   sail   in
the   same   boat,    and   will   be  unceremoniously  compelled  to  remove
to  Locations   and  trade   there   and   there   alone.   Such  is   the  wide
difference between the picture drawn by Lord Milner of the  position
of the Asiatics and the picture that we have drawn from existing con-
ditions. The one is likely to blind the people to the real state of things;
the other is true to life without, we say with deliberation, the slightest
exaggeration. We  have   endeavoured  to  keep  strictly  to facts and re-
ports. We can   only  hope   that the position being so  acute  and un-
British, even at the eleventh hour, there will be a turning away from
it, and the New Year will dawn upon the British Indian traders not
so gloomily as it at present promises to do.

Indian Opinion, 19-11-1903

40.    THE GRAND OLD MAN OF INDIA
The mail papers to hand from India contain very long notices
of the birthday anniversary of Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji,1 who is un-
doubtedly to India what Mr. Gladstone was to Great Britain, He has
entered upon his 79th year, and the whole of India has celebrated
the anniversary in a manner befitting the occasion. Millions of voices
have gone up to Heaven praying for the blessings of the Almighty to
be showered upon the grand old man and for many years of life on
this earth. We join the millions in their prayer. Mr. Dadabhai is loved
from the Hindukush to Cape Gomorin and from Karachi to Calcutta
as no other living man, in India is loved. He has given a lifetime to
the service of the country of his birth, and though a Parsi, Hindus,
1 m$ Vol. 1, p. 384.